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GOVERNMENT ISSUES STATEMENT ON TRADE WITH BARBADOS 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 5 Feb 86 p 1 


[Text ] WITH the exception of gar- Vhis Ministry is not aware that 
ments, all applications for import there has been any prohibition on 
licences for Barbados are being pro- the importation of detergents from 
cessed promptly, the Ministry of Barba os. In fact 15 licences to a 
Industry, Commerce and Consumer value of $3,354,759 for the importa- 
Affairs announced yesterday. tion of suieaponte from Barbados 

; were approved in 1985: 
In 1985, licences to the value of ; i” 
$90.5 million were issued, and al- The Ministry is aware that in 
ready in 1986 licences for $4.4 million many instances persons who appl 
have been approved, said the minis- for licences fail te collect the hi- 
try’s statement which sought to cences when processed so that the 
clear the air on reports of difficul: impre: ‘ton can be conveyed that 
ties in trade relations between Bar- their ~pplications are still out- 
bados and Trinidad and Tobago. standing. In recognition of this to 
In its statement, the ministry to remove | wrong impressions,. 
declared: this Ministry has provided the Bar- 
The attention of the Ministry of ‘Trinidad and: Toluee with natate 
Industry, Commerce and Consumer ment of uncollected licences for 
Affairs has been drawn to continu- ' 
; an a goods from Barbados: 
ing reports relating to difficulties in 
trade relations between Barbados One common area of complaint 
and Trinidad and Tobago. In this has been that in some instances’ 
regard, the Ministry wishes to when licences have been approved, 
make the following statements: importers have been enh to ob- 
With the exception of garments tain the necessary exchange control 
all applications for import licences approvals. At the last Caricom 
for Barbados are being processed Council of Ministers meeting the 
promptly. In 1985 licences to the Minister gave the undertaking that 
value of $90,501,300 were issued, and Trinidad and Tobago would harmon- 
already in 1986 licences for $4,420,000 ise the issue of licences with the 
have been approved; ranting of E.C.O. approvals. This 
has been done for Caricom goods and 
In respect of garments, this coun- ‘is effective for all 1986 imports; 
try announced early in 1985 a stabil- Trinidad and Tobago does not see 
isation period of 18 months during its licensing system as being in re- 
‘which there would be restrictions on straint of trade in the context of 
the importation of garments as the Nassau Accord. Admittedly 
part of a series of measures to facili- there has been a decline in imports 
tate revitalisation of the local in- from Barbados during 1985 but this 
dustry. In the context of this deci- is not attributable to the licensing 
sion, It was subsequently agreed and system; the explanation seems to 
announced that garment imports in {be rooted more in the changed 
1985 would be limited to 50 per cent economic situation which has re- 
of the 1984 level. There was a further sulted in a decline in purchasing 
requirement that importers source power and a significant reduction in 
a substantial part of their pur- the level of total imports. 
chases from Caricom countries. Bar- It is instructive to note that for 
bados has been a beneficiary under (the period January to November 
this regime. 1985, imports from Barbados 
: amdunted to approximately $46 mil- 
lion, but for the same period a total 
of 699 licences with a value of $85.9 
/9274 million have been issued. 
CSO: 3298/320 
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MANNING PESSIMISTIC ABOUT REFINING VENEZUELAN CRUDE 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 5 Feb 86 p 4 


[Text } 
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ENERGY Minister Patrick Manning, giving the latest 
position on the move by Government to import crude oi! from 
Venezuela to be processed in Trinidad, said that to be able to 
refine Venezuelan crude locally, certain conditions must be right 


and one of them was a stable crude price. 


‘In a period now where oil prices 
are so unstable, it is unlikely that 
any —_— can be arrived at,” 
he said. 


The Minister said that it could , 


only make sense if the relationship 
between crude a and product 
prices were such that the refinery 
could be given a margin of profit for 


processing. 


“The markets are too unstable 
now,"’ he added. 

Prime Minister George Chambers 
said in the 1984 Budget speech that 
a deal was in the offing with 
Venezuela for the supply of 20,000 
barrels of crude oil a day to he 
refined at the Trintoc _ refinery 
Point Fortin. 

To date, no such arrangement has 
been made for the processing of 
crude from Venezuela. 

On the question of oil prices, Dr. 
Krishna Persad, Exploration and 
Production Manager of Premier 
Consolidated Oilfields, said in the 
company's budgeting, they assumed 
that oil prices might go to about US 
$17.00 or US $18.00 a barrel, and 
then recover. 

Mr. Manning said what was tak- 
ing place now was an attempt by 
one of the major oil exporting coun- 
tries to bring about a certain kind 
of relationship between all oil pro- 
ducers. 
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MAHABIR CITES TIES WITH VENEZUELA FOLLOWING VISIT 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 7 Feb 86 p 1 


[Text ] 


.MINISTER of External Af- 


who re- 
rom an 


fairs Errol 
turned recently 
official visit to V. has 
warned that Trinidad and To- 
bago fishermen who trans- 
the rules of the new 
ing agreement between 
the Governments of Venezuela 
and Trinidad and Tobago will 
lose their permits. 

This comes in the aftermath of 
the detention of 27 Trinidad and 
Tobago fishermen by Venezuelan 
authorities near ina, in the 
Orinoco delta, on Wednesday. 

Latest reports indicate the fish- 
ermen should be released this 
morning after we interviewed 
by a team of officials sent out by 
President Jaime Lusinchi when he 
—— about the matter. 

rmen allegedly vio- 
lated the terms of the agreement 
by going beyond the zone in which 
they are allowed, and dee) into 
the mouth of the Orinoco where 
they reportedly destroyed man- 


time, Mahabir 
indicated that the Cabinet agreed 


on Wednesday that legislation — 


| the importance 0 


should be introduced as a matter 
of urgency to ensure that Trinidad 
and Tobago has control over any- 
one fishing in Trinidad and Toba- 
go waters except by specific 


agreement. No such legislation 


exists at the moment, he said. 

But he insisted the intention of 
new legislation is not retaliatory 
but simply to “put Trinidad and 
Tobago in line with most coun- 


tries regarding the use and protec- 
tion of resources.” 
Indeed he was at pains to stress 


good relations between Venezuela 
and Trinidad and Tobago, which 
have so much to offer each other, 
and ke of the success in this 
direction of his recent official visit 
to the neighbouring country. 
are for example, plans for 

co-operation in the extraction and 
= of heavy crude. In the 

uayana region of Venezuela Ma- 
habir and his team visited steel- 
works, which ISCOTT is already 
supplying with nge iron, he 
said. There is a 
here at the moment looking into 
further co-operation in this area. 

The Mixed Commission is to 
meet here by June, and consular 
missions are to be set up in the 
relevant towns to facilitate the 
negotiation of fishing problems. 


enezuelan ‘team. 


maintaining | 


[Additional details on the status of the fishing problems and the joint 
statement issued at the end of Mahabir's visit to Caracas can be found in the 
Inter-American Affairs section of the JPRS series on Latin America-LAM-86-023 


5 March-86] 
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UNION. ACTIVITIES REVOLVE AROUND ISSUE OF UNITY 


Weekes' Call for Talks 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Feb ‘86 p 6 








{Text ] . 
GEORGE WEEKES, de uni ‘ 
Ag General of — cular ey “al 
alg — i ’ orkers | Mr Weekes despatch- | the failure of the Coun- 
me yn . the ed a letter to,Mr Glean, | cil of Progressive Trade 
Mrinidad and T b € | in which he made the | Unions and the Trinidad 
cae tanen Ven call for trade union | and Tobago Labour Con- 
og - yp unity. gress to meet, discuss 
that Congress gets to- | _ He told Mr Glean in oy Se y oie. 
gether to approve new | his letter: ‘Once again, | ° go y impie- 
moves to bring about | ! am forced to write ame ‘aan ok 
meaningful deepening | YoU, not only as presi- | More A pny 
unity in the fabour | dent general of my un- | (Ore, all one OCeat 
movement. ion, but additionally as | ©" tio a f a i 
“Whether at the | one among many work- | duesion =O) unity oy 
TTLC-CPTU level or | ets and citizens in and} {¥) SP ade ye Ph 
the level of the joint | out of the labour move- | centres.” 
trade union grouping, | ment. 
Panday Slap at Labour Congress 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 6 Feb 86 p 7 
PRESIDENT General | than three ears ag The strike has not ta- 
[Text ] of All Trinidad Sugar | after drepetan out ona ken place. 


and General Workers’ 


remaining out for sev- 


Tne union is demand- 


Trade Union.Op sition | eral years. ing — oo with- 
seer Basico Pandy, | "ur Panday gave o | eecoPea aa 


yesterday hit out at 
the Tirnidad and To- 
bago Labour Congress, 
claiming that Congress 
to date had not sup- 
ported the union in any 


indication whether the 
union would consider 
— out again. But 
e ‘said the union did 
not pay its annual con- 





dustrial court in the 
wages and cost of living 
allowance dispute. 
Further, the union is 
protesting retrench- 


meaningful way in its — for the past) ment and under- 

(98) Limited. "| "ihe appeal was fled 

amited. 5 Boone e appeal was file 

Mr. Panday said: Solidarity about 12 months ago. 

“Congress has got to No date has been fixed 
decide whether it is on Last Labour Day | for hearing. 


the side of the PNM or 
on the side of the work- 
ing class. Failure to do 
so, would mean loss of 
confidence by the work- 
ers in Congress.”’ 


The union returned to 
the Congress fold more 





(June 19) a call was 
made by Mr. Panday for 
a one-day strike in the 
country to show sol- 
idarity for the sugar 
workers who were lock- 
ed and are still engaged 
in a dispute with 
Caroni. 
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Tull Response 
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{Text ] 


GENERAL SECRETARY of the 
Labour Congress Carl Tull yester- 
day described as ‘‘unfortunate" 
claims by I’resident General of the 
All Trinidad Sugar and Generai 
Workers’ Trade Union (ATSGWTU) 
Basdeo Panday that Congress had 
not supported the union in A 
meaningful way in its dispute wit 
Caroni (1975) Limited. 

But he said that the organisation 
would continue to support 
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ATSGWI1U 
company 

Mr Tull told the Guardian" that 
the Congress had niade several ef- 
forts to resolve the matter on be- 
half of the union. 

“We held meetings with officials 
of the company, the Board... we even 
held Labour Day celebrations in 
Central Trinidad Jast year as a 
means of support to the union,"’ he 
declared. 


in its struggle with the 





The latest effort by Congress in 
the issue, he said.was a public call to 
Minister of State Enterprises, Mr 
Ronald Williams, to advise the 
Board of Caroni to withdraw an ap- 
peal against a decision of the Indus- 
trial Court. 

Mr Tull said he was disturbed by 
Mr Panday's remarks that the Con- 
gress should decide whether it was 
on the side of the ruling party or the 
working class. 





CARONI SUGAR WORKERS IN WORK-TO-RULE ACTION 
Basis of Protest 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 4 Feb 86 p l ; 


{Text ] 


TROUBLE is brewing in the sugar in- 
dustry as over 8,000 sugar workers 
went on a work-to-rule yesterday to 
protest the refusal by state-owned Caro- 
ni Ltd to withdraw the appeal against 
the wages decision of the Industrial 


Court. 

The decision to instruct sugar workers to go on 
a work-to-rule was taken at a meeting of a general 
counsel of All Trinidad S and General Work- 
ers Trade Union on Sunday. The meeting was 
chaired by Union Leader Basdeo Panday. The 
workers are expected to meet on Thursday at 4 
o'clock at the Rienzi Complex to plan her 
strategy. 

On January 25, 1985, the Industrial Court had 
' awarded wages and COLA increases amounting to 
some 30 per cent to sugar workers. Caroni Ltd 
appealed this decision at the Court of Appeal. The 
matter is still pending in the Court of A ; 

The workers, according to General Secretary Sam 
Maharaj, decided to “physically” stop all contractors 
who were employed by the company to harvest cane. 
The workers have vowed to throw themselves in 
front of the mechanicai 


harvesters on the fields’ The ‘workers claimed 
that they were offered 


if it Scccmnas SAUTEEERY. only five days’ employ- 
This action is ex- ment while the harvest- 

— to take place on ers were given six- and 
turdays and Sundays. seven-day contuacts. 


Impact on Caroni 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 6 Feb 86 p 7 


{Text ] THE WORK-TO-RULE in 
the sugar industry could 
plunge State-owned Caroni’ 
(1975) Limited into further 
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Speaking from his 
Palmiste home _yester- 
day, Panday said that he 
cannot now prevent ac- 
tion by the workers. 

Said Panday: “Our 
workers are on 1982 
wages and I keep on say- 
ing that they have to pay 
1986 prices. The situa- 
tion is now intolerable. 

Panday said that the 
workers were also pro- 
testing the retrenchment 
and under-employment 
of workers in the indus- 
try. He said the workers 
were also disturbed 


' about the attitude of the 


company to union repre- 
sentation. 

Sugar workers will re- 
fuse to drive vehicles 
which are defective and 
will not work outside the 
job classifications. A 
union source said that if 
the company failed to 
respo i trial ac- 
tion will be intensified. _ 

The union official de- 
clined to state what 
would be the nature of 
this intensified act‘on. 
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economic trouble, a source 


close to the company said 
yesterday. " 


If the company cannot meet its 
foreign sugar quotas it would stand 
to lose about $77 million. 

Caroni expects to sell 46,700 ton- 
nes of sugar to thé European 
Economic Community (EEC) and 
11,300 tonnes to the United States. 
First shipment is expected to be 
made later this month. 

The company, said one source, is 
hoping that the work-to-rule which 
started last Monday would not in 
any way prevent shipments from 
leaving the country. 

Current price on the EEC mar- 
ket is TT $1,300 a ton; and on the 
U.S. market TT $1,400. The prices 
are somewhat encouraging. 





The company has projected an 
overall increase in revenue between 
1985 and 1988 of about $38 million and 
hopes to reduce its expenditure over 
the same period by about $30 mil- 
lion. 

Apart from sugar, Caroni has 
one into diversification with the 
ope of earning substantial profits. 

The company said a few weeks 
ago that the increase uuder the 
diversification crops would be ex- 
panded rapidly, but carefully. There 
are 10,000 acres of former cane lands 
available for new crops. 

Rice, citrus, coffee, cassava, 
banana and plaintain cultivations 
and a 10-acre passion fruit project in 
conjunction with Cariri are to be 
enlarged substantially in 1986. 


Union's Position 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 27 Feb 86 p 5 


[Text ] 


ALL Trinidad Sugar 
and General Workers’ 
Trade Union ‘leader 
Basdeo Panday said 
on Wednesday he 
would be visiting ev- 
ery cultivated section 
of State-owned Caro- 
ni Ltd on Saturday to 
determine whether 
sugar workers were 
prepared to struggle 
for improved wages 
and job security. 


Said Panday: “If they 
don’t turn out to et 
the struggle, that will be 


their business. I know 


that I will have done my 


Sugar workers decided 
earlier this week to use 
physical force, if neces- 
sary, to stop the con- 
tracted mechanical 
harvesters from working 
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during Saturdays and 


Sundays. Cutter/bundl- 


ers now work for five 
days while the mechani- 

harvesters are con- 
— for six and seven 


ys. | 
The union called on 
the 8,000 sugar workers 
to go on a work to rule 
last Monday. The action 


was taken to protest the. 


refusal of Caroni Ltd to 
withdraw the appeal | 
against the wages and | 
COLA by the Industrial | 
Court on January 25, 
1985. 

The company gave a 
sharp response to the | 
union’s actions saying 
that it will harm bot 
the company and the 
cane farming sector. 

Panday rebuked Tri- 
nidad Islandwide Cane | 


Farmers’ Association 


' 
‘ 
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(TICFA) chairman, See- 
oe a for 
is remarks about the 
work-to-rule action. 
Said Panday: “Ar- | 
joonsingh knew one year 
ago that the PNM had 
instructed the company 
to appeal yet he did not 
lift a finger to assist. Let 
Arjoonsingh know that 
the sugar workers do not 
want his support and 
what he says is of little 
interest to them.” 

Asked about the La- 
bour Congress’ help in 
resolving the situation, 
Panday said that Con- 

had gone as far as’ 
it was prepared to go on 
the matter. He said that 
the union now had to. 
take the struggle in its 
own hands and resolve 
the issue in the only way 
open to it now. 
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ROBINSON CALLS FOR PROBE OF MOTTLEY SHOOTING INCIDENT 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 30 Jan 86 p 7 


[Article by Compton Delph] 


[Text ] 


A.N.R. ROBINSON, 
Political Leader of 
the Netional Alliance 


Health to investigate,” 
he emphasised. 

The “shooting of a 
Cabinet Minister,” said 
Robinson, “is not a 
laughing matter.” No of- 


Commissioner of Police 
has said that it is a mere 
rumour. 

“But if a dog is shot, 
everybody in the village 
wants to know why they 


case involving drugs? 
“When a Minister of 
Government is __ shot, 
it mean that any 
one of us can be shot 
and nothing more is 


for Reconstruction, ficial statement, he went shoot the dog,” went on heard of it?” he de- 
has called on the Mi- on, had been issued on Robinson. manded. 

nister of Health to in- the matter. “Does it mean that Robinson stated that 
vestigate the “We have seen evi- the person who pulled the people of the country 


circumstances under 
which Senator Wen- 
dell Mottley was re- 
portedly treated for a 


gunshot wound at the ° 


Port of Spain General 
Hospital with no offi- 
cial record of the inci- 
dent. 

Speaking at the first 
NAR public meeting in 
Tobago on Sunday night, 
Robinson said that it 
would appear that the 
records at the hospital 
were falsified not to re- 
veal the incident. 

“This amounts to 
subverting the adminis- 
tration of the Hospital,” 
he said. “To falsify the 
records of the hospital is 
something of the greatest 
concern and it is the 
duty of the Minister of 


/9274 


CSO: 


3298/320 


dence of the shooting ... 
the Minister limping 
around the piace with a 
walking stick. But the 
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the trigger has secrets 
for Cabinet and they are 
afraid to expose him or 
her?” he asked. “Is it a 


cannot have these ques- 
tions “hanging over the 
heads of their minis- 
ters.” 











NAR WARNS OF PNM ATTEMPTS TO EXPLOIT RACIAL ISSUE 
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Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 5 Feb 86 p 18 


[Text } 


CHAGUANAS— FORMER Attorney Gener- 
al and now Deputy Political Leader of the 
National Alliance for Reconstruction, Karl 
Hudson-Phillips has urged the country to be. 


on the 
divide the country on et 


vard for apg ei by the P 
nic and racial lines. ° 


M to 


Mr. Hudson-Phillips was speaking at a meeting 
of the NAR at Chaguanas on Friday night. ‘‘You 
must guard against the PNM attempting to 
divide the country between ethnic and racial 
lines because there are a sufficient number of 
people in the P.N.M. to make such kinds of 


mischief,’’ he said. 


He charged that the P N M. wasa 
the ‘‘old racial bogey."’ They succ 


ain raising 
ed with the 


Baptist Letter, but would not suceed with any 


such mischief again. ' 


Acknowledging that his Political | 
Leader A.N.R. Robinson has assign- ‘ 
ed him the role of campaign mana- 
ger for the next elections, Mr. Hud- 
son-Phillips termed it a ‘‘difficult' 
job" which required a high level of | 
sensitivity and strategy depending 
in which part of the country you: 
were in. 

He said the NAR was poised for 
political victory. The coming to- 
gether of the three leaders signalled 
national unity in the interest of all 
the peoples of our country. He con- 
tinued: ‘We have Trinidad and To- 
bago before ourselves and our par- 
ties. We have put aside personal 
ambitions in the name of the na-: 
_tional interest.”’ 

Mr. Hudson-Phillips spoke of ‘‘vi- 
cious racial slogans"’ already paint- 
ed on walls and other conspicuous 
piaces. 

“There is no success story for 
this government in finance, health, 
. agriculture, transportation. educa- 

tion, foreign affairs and even in the 
Attorney General's office,”* he said. 
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-~ He criticised Prime Minister 
George Chambers for not going to. 


Mustique in order to “tell President 
Hoyte of Guyana that we don't like 
what he is doing in Guvana.”’ 


Mr. Hudson-Phillips said that 


NAR stands for “integrity, decen- ; 


cy and commitment to the vcople of 


Trinidad and Tobago,’ adding that : 


Opposition Leader Basdeo Panday is 
“a man who sticks 
man of high ideals and principles, 
one who is committed to the unity 


and commitment of all the races in » 


Trinidad and Tobago." 

He predicted that a number of 
incumbents in the P N M., including 
Manic Ramsaran, MP for Caron 
East, would all become ‘one-term 
Members of Parliament.” 

Opposition Leader and Deputy 
Leader of the NAR Basded Panday 
warned certain councillors of the 
Caroni County Council that “your 
behaviour cannot be tolerated much 
longer.” 

eferring to members of the 
NAR-controlled council, Mr. Panday 
said: “Councillors of the Carom 
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to his word, a, 


County Council have been doing a | 


. fantastic job in spite of the obsta- 


e 


cles, and I want to tell you that to 
act in disunity and disrepute will be 
7h See into the hands of the 


Racial War 


Mr. Panday termed councilors 
“soldiers and ambassadors of our 
party.” . 

Turning to the formation of the 
NAR as “one single party united to 
uplift the social, moral, economic, spir- 
itual, and political standards of our 
country, he said there's never been such 
a remarkable action of unity and 
statesmanship coming together like 
this since the days of Butler and 


Rienzi. ; 
He said that Government, with 


more than $6 billion, failed to trans- 
form the country into ‘a veritable 
paradise.” 

Turning to Gypsy's calypso, “The 
ship is sinking.”” Mr. Panday stated 


‘that if the captain was an efficient 


and proper one he would have neyer » 
allowed the ship to sink. 

The Opposition Leader warned his 
audience of “a strategic move by the 
P N M to start the usual racial war.”’ 

A.N.R. Robinson, Political Leader, | 


_ stated that instead of 1985 being cele- 


ed in this country as the “Year of | 


— 


brated as the International Year of 
the Youth, it was rather being observ- 





Protest” alluding to Sendtor Lincoln | 
Myers’s fasting about public accoun- | 
tability. Hie stated that the observ: | 
ance of the year here according to | 
PNM.--style “degenerated and disin- 
tegrated the spiritual, moral and so- 
cial status of our young people.” 
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FAVORABLE TRADE BALANCE RECORDED FOR JANUARY-NOVEMBER 1985 PERIOD 


Port-of-Spain SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 2 Feb 86 p 19 


{Text ] 


FOR THE period January to No- 
vember 1985, Trinidad and Toha- 
go imported goods worth $3,424 
million, according to res re- 

tatistical 


leased by the Central 
Office (CSO). 

Total exports amounted to $4,835.5 
million, of which $4,556.6 million were 


domestic exports. A favourable balance 
of visible trade totalling $1,411.5 mil- 
lion was therefore recorded for this 
period. For the corresponding pe in 
1984, imports valued $4,205.9 million 
and exports $4,790.4 million. A favou- 
rable trade balance of $584.5 million 
was recorded, CSO said. In November 


1985, goods worth $304.5 
million were impo 
while exports amoun 


to $322.1 million. The. 
country therefore re-’ 


corded a favourable bal- 


ance of trade for the - 


month of November 
1985 of $17.6 million. 


In the corresponding 
month of 1984, duri 
which imports val 
$412.8 million and ex- 
ports $409.4 million, « 
adverse trade balance of 
$3.4 million was re- 


' preparation, dairy pro- 
ducts and 


For the period Jan- 
uary to November 1985, 
the petroleum sector ac- 
counted for 3.6 per cent 
of total imports and 76.9 
per cent of total exports. 

Principal commodities 
imported from January 


' to November 1985 in- 


clude fruits and végeta- 
bles, cereal and cereal 


ajor 
items of export were su- ' 
gar and sugar prepara- 
tion, coffee, tea, and 
spices. 

The CSO pointed out 
that total imports for 
January to November 
1985, compared with im- 

rts for same period 

1984, showed an in- 


crease of $90.5 million 


corded, CSO said. due to a rise in imports 
' of mineral fluids, lubri- 
cants and related materi- 
als. 
/9274 
CSO: 3298/320 


99 











JPRS*LAM~867027 
18 March 1986 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 





BRIEFS 


ROBINSON ON ACCOUNTABILITY--National Alliance for Reconstruction (NAR) 
Politica. Leader A. N. R. Robinson warned that the Opposition would continue 
to agitate on the issue of integrity and accountability on its platform. 
Robinson said he was profoundly shocked by the statement made by Prime Min- 
ister George Chambers who said that he did not want to hear anything about 
accountability. Robinson said that for 10 years now the Constitution had 
stipulated that government ministers, parliamentarians and civil servants 
be covered by integrity legislation. Addressing a press conference at the 
headquarters of the Organisation for National Reconstruction (ONR), one of 
the members of the NAR, at Albion Street, Port of Spain, Robinson said he 
and Deputy Political Leader Basdeo Panday would call on Senator Lincoln 
Myers on the steps of the Hall of Justice on Wednesday to congratulate him 
on his "courageous and principled stand." [Text] [Port-of-Spain EXPRESS 
in English 3 Feb 86 p 1] /9274 


NAR ON UNEMPLOYMENT--—Almost ne-third of the working people in this country 
are without jobs, said Karl Hudson-Phillips, Deputy Political Leader of the 
National Alliance for Reconstruction, last Friday at a political meeting at 
Water Hole, Harding Place. Hudson-Phillips dismissed many of the claims that 
are normally laid at the door of the People's National Movement. "And they 
said that PNM is the party for black people," he said. “Yet the man who is 
suffering more than anybody else is the black man." He said that in 1981, 
this country didn't have one vagrant and now there are hundreds. He said 
that the moment the PNM won the elections they turned their backs on the very 
ladder they climbed. "People mst be unified if we are to save this country,’ 
he urged. Political Leader A. N. R. Robinson said it was up to the people to 
let the Government know that they can't treat them like fowls and throw corn 
at them at election time "when the year after that very election, is starva- 
tion." [Text] [Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 30 Jan 86 p 7] /9274 


STEEL FOR ST MAARTEN--Trinidad and Tobago's endorsement is being sought for 
an airport project in St Maarten. This was revealed by the majority leader 
of the island's legislature, Claude Wathey at a press briefing yesterday at 
the Holiday Inn. Wathey who was in this country for one day, also revealed 
that St Maarten is thinking of importing foodstuffs and steel from this 
country. Wathey who was scheduled to meet with Minister of External Affairs, 
Errol Mahabir yesterday afternoon said that his country needed the endorsement 
of Trinidad and Tobago for a project. The project (which involves the 
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construction of a taxi way to facilitate the turning of large aircraft) is 
being financed by the European Common Market and consequently needs the en- 
dorsement of one Caribbean island. He said that it is of a regional nature 
and that this country was chosen because BWIA was running a lot of flights 
to that country. BWIA has beén running four flights to St Maarten since 
November, 1984. He said that with the recent "currency change" it would be 
more advantageous for St Maarten, to deal with this country than with some 
of its extra-regional trade partners. [Text] {[Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in 
English 7 Feb 86 p 4] /9274 
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